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ship of a German regiment in the French service, which
he himself commanded with distinction in India under
Bussy. On his return to France he was appointed
Inspector-General of Infantry. Marie Antoinette never-
forgot that he had been particularly recommended to
her favour by Maria Theresa. The goodwill of the
queen, his high rank, his wealth, his merits, his friend-
ship with the Austrian ambassador, Mercy-Argenteau,
made the Count of La Marck an important person at
the French Court. Although an Austrian subject, he
was elected one of the representatives of the nobility
of Quesnoy, a district in which he possessed an estate;
and although he had not joined the liberal minority of
nobles in the Assembly, he was no bigoted opponent of
moderate reforms. " I can always agree," said Mirabeau,
"with an aristocrat such as you are." When, towards
the end of June, La Marck invited his acquaintance to
dinner, Mirabeau's first words were, "You are very
vexed with me, are you not?" "Yes," said his host,
"with you and with many others." "If so, you should
begin with the people in the palace. The vessel of the
State is driving before the storm and there is no one
at the helm," and he went on to inveigh violently against
Necker, insisting upon his incompetence even as a
financier. "But," said La Marck, "what is the aim of
your incendiary policy?" "The fate of France is
decided, the words 'liberty, taxes voted by the people,'
have re-echoed throughout the kingdom, there is no escape
from a constitution more or less like that of England ";
it was not, he continued, his fault if his overtures were
rejected by the Government, and if he was compelled
to place himself at the head of the popular p'arty. When